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Governor John D a v i d Waihee I I I 

Governor John Waihee is the State of 
H a w a i i ' s f o u r t h elected chief executive and 
the f irst of H a w a i i a n ancestry. Waihee, a 
Democrat, took office i n 1986. This December 

^^L'^!XX ^ e c o n c r u d e s his second (and f ina l ) f o u r -

hk''t'^mk A . \ Waihee has compi led a so l id record of 
Mk Ik', \ * v i | achievement i n such areas as health-care, 

1 housing, educat ion , economic 
J i Q k ^ H d i v e r s i f i c a h o n , a n d a range of q u a l i t y of 
I I l i fe issues. 

H e has been a pos i t ive s u p p o r t e r of the 
U.S. m i l i t a r y i n H a w a i i : active d u t y , Reserve a n d N a t i o n a l G u a r d . 
A t the N a t i o n a l G o v e r n o r s ' Conference, h e l d i n W a s h i n g t o n , D . C , 
i n 1993, Waihee w a s a s t r o n g advocate o f m a i n t a i n i n g force struc­
t u r e levels t h r o u g h o u t the N a t i o n a l G u a r d . 

D u r i n g h is tenure as c o m m a n d e r i n chief of the H a w a i i N a t i o n a l 
G u a r d , Waihee o v e r s a w an impress ive a r r a y of accompl i shments . 
O n e of the most notab le , was the rel ief a n d recovery ef forts after 
H u r r i c a n e I n i k i s t ruck the is land o f K a u a i o n Sept. 11,1992. The 
I n i k i response has been credited as one of the finest disaster recovery 
ef forts i n U.S. h i s t o r y . A f t e r the i n i t i a l response,Waihee tasked the 
a d j u t a n t general t o coordinate the clean u p of p u b l i c schools, state 
faci l i t ies a n d h i g h w a y s , as w e l l as r e m o v e tons of debr is f r o m 
Kauai 's n e i g h b o r h o o d s . 

O n Oct . 4, the g o v e r n o r a n d the a d j u t a n t general d i rec ted the 
s m o o t h evacuat ion o f coastal areas i n the state after a t s u n a m i alert 
w a s issued f o l l o w i n g a massive ear thquake i n n o r t h e r n Japan. 

Waihee has g i v e n his f u l l s u p p o r t to the N a t i o n a l G u a r d ' s Y o u t h 
Chal lenge P r o g r a m . T h e p r o g r a m , w h i c h began its f i r s t session 
Sept. 27, at H a w a i i M i l i t a r y A c a d e m y , Be l lows A i r Force Stat ion, is 
i n t e n d e d to p r o v i d e h i g h school d r o p - o u t s w i t h a second chance at 
c o m p l e t i n g their e d u c a t i o n . 

Several ini t iat ives passed d u r i n g this year's legislative session, 
w h i c h benefit the H a w a i i Nat iona l G u a r d , were q u i c k l y signed into 
l a w b y the governor . N a t i o n a l G u a r d soldiers and a i rmen, at the rank 
of captain or b e l o w , m a y n o w attend any Univers i ty of H a w a i i 
campus, t u i t i o n free, w h i l e collecting benefits under the M o n t g o m e r y 
G. I . B i l l . A state version of the c iv i l relief act was also enacted, 
p r o v i d i n g p r o t e c t i o n for G u a r d m e m b e r s act ivated o n state orders . 

Waihee has v i s i t e d H a w a i i N a t i o n a l G u a r d troops i n the f i e l d 

Visiting the troops at Pohakuloa 
Training Area, July 1994. 

d u r i n g a n n u a l t r a i n i n g exercises near ly e v e r y year since b e c o m i n g 
g o v e r n o r . 

W a i h e e began his p o l i t i c a l career w i t h e lect ion as a delegate to 
H a w a i i ' s C o n s t i t u t i o n a l C o n ­
v e n t i o n o f 1978. Elect ion to the 
state H o u s e of Representatives 
f o l l o w e d i n 1980. There he 
served o n the Policy, Judiciary, 
a n d Commerce and Consumer 
A f f a i r s committees. I n 1982, 
Waihee r a n successfully for 
l ieutenant governor . H e was 
elected governor four years later. 

Waihee was b o r n i n 1946 i n the 
smal l sugarcane p l a n t a t i o n t o w n 
of H o n o k a a o n the northeastern 
( H a m a k u a ) coast of the B i g Is­
l a n d o f H a w a i i . 

A f t e r g r a d u a t i n g f r o m H a w a i ­
ian M i s s i o n A c a d e m y , Waihee en­
ro l led at A n d r e w s U n i v e r s i t y i n 
Berr ien Springs , M i c h . , e a r n i n g a B . A . i n h i s t o r y a n d business i n 
1968. 

U p o n g r a d u a t i o n , he w e n t to w o r k for the C o m m u n i t y Educa­
t i o n D e p a r t m e n t of the B e n t o n H a r b o r ( M i c h i g a n ) Area Publ ic 
Schools, w h i l e at the same t i m e u n d e r t a k i n g g r a d u a t e studies i n 
u r b a n p l a n n i n g at Centra l M i c h i g a n U n i v e r s i t y (he c o m p l e t e d the 
r e q u i r e m e n t s for a master 's degree i n 1973). 

Waihee r e t u r n e d to H a w a i i i n 1971 to w o r k f o r the H o n o l u l u 
M o d e l Cities Program and , later, the C i t y a n d C o u n t y of H o n o l u l u . 
H e enro l led i n the U n i v e r s i t y of H a w a i i ' s then n e w W i l l i a m S. 

Richardson School of L a w , 
a n d graduated w i t h its f i r s t 
class i n 1976. A f t e r f i r s t 
w o r k i n g as an associate i n a 
major H o n o l u l u l a w f i r m , 
he organized h is o w n f i r m 
i n 1979. 

The governor a n d his 
w i f e , L y n n e Kobashigawa 
Waihee, have t w o c h i l d r e n , 

Hawaii Air Guard F-15 orientation ]ohn W and Jennifer. 
flight, August 1988. 
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T H E H A W A I I N A T I O N A L G U A R D 

The H a w a i i N a t i o n a l G u a r d (HING) is the oldest m i l i t a r y 
o r g a n i z a t i o n i n the State of H a w a i i a n d descends f r o m m i l i t i a u n i t s 
established b y the H a w a i i a n m o n a r c h y m o r e than 100 years ago. 

The local uni ts , l ike their continental counterparts , stand ready to 
p e r f o r m t w o missions. First, as a federal reserve organizat ion, the H I N G 
is subject to federal service at the call of the president of the U n i t e d 
States i n t ime of nat ional emergency. Second, the H I N G , as a state 
m i l i t a r y force u n d e r the control of the governor , is prepared to assist 
the residents of the state after disastrous hurricanes, volcanic eruptions, 
tsunamis (t idal waves) , f loods, b r u s h fires, a n d other natura l or 
human-caused disasters. 

H a w a i i ' s G u a r d uni t s have been called to federal service several 
t imes. The most n o t e w o r t h y call-ups occurred d u r i n g W o r l d W a r I , 
W o r l d W a r I I , a n d i n 1968 d u r i n g the V i e t n a m conflict. D u r i n g the 
latter act ivat ion, near ly 3,000 men f r o m the H a w a i i A r m y N a t i o n a l 
G u a r d ' s (HIARNG) 29th In fantry Brigade were called to d u t y for over a 
year-and-a-half. H a w a i i A i r Nat iona l G u a r d (HIANG) f ighter p i lots 
f l e w air defense a n d bomber escort missions i n Southeast Asia d u r i n g 
1968-1969. 

The H a w a i i G u a r d was most recently placed o n state active d u t y i n 
September 1992. The G u a r d was the lead agency i n d i rec t ing and 
assisting disaster relief and recovery efforts o n Kauai i n the af termath 
of Hurr i ca n e I n i k i . 

The H I N G consists of t w o major divis ions , the H a w a i i A r m y 
N a t i o n a l G u a r d a n d the H a w a i i A i r N a t i o n a l G u a r d , headed b y the 
a d j u t a n t general w h o is a m e m b e r of the g o v e r n o r ' s cabinet. M a j . 
Gen . E d w a r d V . R i c h a r d s o n was a p p o i n t e d o n Feb. 8 ,1991 . 

The H I A R N G is the larger and older of the t w o m i l i t a r y divis ions 
a n d has uni ts o n a l l of the major islands except Lanai . The HIARNG's 
largest u n i t is the 29th In fantry Brigade (Separate). The br igade consists 
of a battal ion of i n f a n t r y o n the is land of H a w a i i ; another in fantry 
bat ta l ion w i t h soldiers f r o m M a u i , M o l o k a i , Kaua i and O a h u ; an 
ar t i l lery bat ta l ion i n W a h i a w a , O a h u ; a n d a support bat ta l ion 
cons is t ing of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e , maintenance , s u p p l y a n d m e d i c a l 
companies . A n engineer c o m p a n y , a g r o u n d cava l ry t r o o p , a s ignal 
d e t a c h m e n t a n d a m i l i t a r y police p l a t o o n are also i n c l u d e d i n the 
b r i g a d e o r g a n i z a t i o n . The br igade was recent ly selected as one of 15 
enhanced readiness br igades t h r o u g h o u t the c o u n t y . A p o r t i o n of 
the b r i g a d e w i l l be c o m p r i s e d of u n i t s f r o m C a l i f o r n i a , O r e g o n , and 
the U.S. A r m y Reserve, m a k i n g i t a u n i q u e force s t ructure . 

T h e o the r major u n i t i n the H I A R N G is the T r o o p C o m m a n d , 
loca ted at W a i a w a . The T r o o p C o m m a n d is a c o m p l e x s u p p l y , 
service a n d maintenance o r g a n i z a t i o n . Its a v i a t i o n u n i t s are 
c u r r e n t l y t r a n s i t i o n i n g i n t o a m e d i u m - l i f t c o m p a n y w i t h 16 C H - 4 7 
C h i n o o k hel icopters a n d an aero-media l d e t a c h m e n t w i t h f o u r 
U H - 6 0 B l a c k h a w k hel icopters . 

T w o separate H I A R N G u n i t s are the 45 -member 111th A r m y B a n d 
and t h e 117th Publ ic A f f a i r s T e a m , w h i c h consists of 13 journal i s ts , 
broadcasters a n d p h o t o g r a p h e r s . 

T h e H I A N G , o r g a n i z e d i n 1946, is h e a d q u a r t e r e d at Fort Ruger 
a n d consists of t w o ma jor u n i t s , the 154th G r o u p a n d the 201st 
C o m b a t C o m m u n i c a t i o n s G r o u p as w e l l as the smal ler 199th 
W e a t h e r R i g h t . 

T h e 154th G r o u p at H i c k a m A i r Force Base a n d its subord ina te 
u n i t s , i n c l u d i n g a f i g h t e r s q u a d r o n , air r e f u e l i n g s q u a d r o n , a i r l i f t 
s q u a d r o n , maintenance s q u a d r o n , engineer s q u a d r o n , t w o aircraf t 
c o n t r o l a n d w a r n i n g squadrons (one at Wheeler A r m y A i r f i e l d a n d 
the other at Kokee A i r Station o n Kauai ) , and other s u p p o r t elements, 
w a s t h e f i rs t G u a r d u n i t i n the n a t i o n to have sole respons ib i l i ty f o r 
the a i r defense of a g i v e n area, a m i s s i o n tha t i t has carr ied o u t 
a r o u n d the clock since 1956. 

T h e 154th G r o u p fl ies a n d m a i n t a i n s 18 a l l - w e a t h e r supersonic 
F-15 Eagle jet f ighters , n ine KC-135 Stratotanker r e f u e l i n g a ircraf t , 
a n d f o u r t u r b o - p r o p C-130 Hercules t ranspor ts . 

T h e second major u n i t of the H I A N G is the 201st C o m b a t 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s G r o u p , headquar te red at H i c k a m A F B . The 201st, 
w i t h s u b o r d i n a t e u n i t s at Barbers Point N a v a l A i r Stat ion, as w e l l as 
K a u a i , M a u i a n d H a w a i i , p r o v i d e s combat c o m m u n i c a t i o n s a n d 
m o b i l e a i r t raf f ic c o n t r o l operat ions . The o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s t r a i n i n g 
takes i t t h r o u g h o u t the Pacific to i n c l u d e s u p p o r t i n g A i r Force 
o p e r a t i o n s i n the Far East. The 201st w o u l d assume p r i m a r y 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for combat c o m m u n i c a t i o n s w i t h i n Pacific A i r Forces 
(PACAF) u p o n federal a c t i v a t i o n . 

T h e H I A N G ' s 199th W e a t h e r R i g h t has t r a i n e d meteorologis ts to 
keep p i l o t s i n f o r m e d o f weather c o n d i t i o n s . T h e Weather F l i g h t also 
p r o v i d e s i n f o r m a t i o n o n t r o p i c a l s torms a n d hurr icanes to the local 
c o m m u n i t y . 

B o t h the A r m y a n d the A i r N a t i o n a l G u a r d i n H a w a i i , are m a d e 
u p of p e o p l e w i t h a vested interest i n their c o m m u n i t i e s , state a n d 
n a t i o n . T o d a y ' s c i t izen-soldiers a n d a i r m e n p r o v i d e for the c o m m o n 
defense a n d are f u l l y capable partners w i t h the act ive c o m p o n e n t 
forces. 


