HAWAII CLIPPING SERVICE
P.O. Box 10242
Honolulu, Hawaii 96816
PHONE: 734-8124
Victoria Custer Elaine Stroup

HONOLULU STAR BULLETIN
& ADVERTISER

SEP. 20 1992

Many agencies

By Stu Glauberman
Advertiser Staff Writer

Under Hawaii's emergency
disaster response system,
county leaders call the shots,
telling the governor what sef-
vices are needed from the
state. When state resources
can’t do the job, the governor
calls on the federal govern-
ment, which calls on the Pen-
tagon and sends in FEMA to
assist and pick up the tab.

In practice, federal, state
and military resources were
marshaled even before the
eye of Hurricane Iniki passed
over Kauai,

Guard and military units
that pride themselves on pre-
paredness began readying
without being told what to
do.

FEMA officials, primed by
Hurricane Andrew and Ty-
phoon Omar in August, began
pouring into Hawaii hours af-
ter Iniki left its calling card.

Emergency communications
systems, rushed in by the Ar-
my, Air i nd
FEMA, kept Kauai in touch
with Oahu after commercial
and standard state communi-
cations fell victim to Iniki’s
monster winds.

Task Force Garden Isle

Once the magnitude of the
disaster was known, the mili-
tary organized a joint-services
response called Task Force
Garden Island under the com-
mand of Lt. Gen. Johnnie
Corns, commander of the U.S.
Army Pacific.

The task force began work
Saturday, the day after Iniki,
when a helicopter-borne ad-
vance team set up an opera-
tions center at Lihue Airport.

National Guard officials
promptly arranged for a C-130
Hercules cargo plane from
Hawaii and six from the Cali-
fornia Air National Guard to
be put into service between
Hickam Air Force Base and

:

pitched in

Hawaii Army National Guard photos by 2nd Lt. Steve Lai

Eight-year-old Bradiey Wakuta of Kilauea (aboye) tries on

the Kevlar heimet of Spc. Christopher’ Winfrey of Headquar-

ters, Headquarters Co.,
Soldiers from the 292nd Su

2nd Battalion, 299th Infantry, Hilo.
PPly and Service Co. (below)

distribute Meals-Ready-to-Eat (MRE's) to: hurricane victims

at Kalaheo Neighborhood

Kauai's Pacific Missile Range
Facility at Barking Sands.
Since hitting ground on
Kauai, mili‘t,pry and Guard
members have divided up the
work of cleiring debris, re-
pairing schoopls, transporting
supplies, handing out military
MRE's (Meals-Ready-to-Eat),
providing security and medi-
cal assistance and supporting

Center on Kauai.

county services and relief ef-
forts in hundreds of ways.

In midweek, National Guard
soldiers from D Company, 1st
Battalion, 299th Infantry from
Oahu, helped residents in Ha-
napepe and Koloa when the
rain-swollen Hanapepe River
overflowed. At Koloa School,
National Guard personnel
were feeding between 300

to help

and 500 people.

Army personnel set up
tent facility at Samuel Mah
lona Memorial Hospital, whic
lost the roof of its patier
care wing during the storm.

Men and women in militar
uniform have been busy sinc
Iniki:

8 Hawaii Army Nation;
Guard: opened its Hanapep
and Kapaa armories as she
ters and provided islandwid
security, air traffic contrc
and aviation support.

@ Hawaii Air Nations
Guard: conducted air evacu:
tion of non-residents, airlifte
supplies, provided emergenc
communications, set up mc
bile kitchens and provided se
curity at airport and other f;
cilities,

B Task Force Garden Isle

Maintained strategic com
munications, flew 510 evacua
tion and transport missions
set up water generation an
purification systems, provide
99 tents, 1,555 cots, 3,13
blankets, 170 portable toilets
51 generators, mobile kitch
ens, seven mobile showers
tons of ice and other equip
ment and supplies.

The Army logistics shij
Gross and the Navy amphibi
ous ship USS Belleau Woo
transported more than 2 mil
lion pounds of vehicles, equip
ment and relief supplies. The
Navy's Barking Sands facility
became the beachhead anc
staging area for many task
force missions.

The Coast Guard has beer
transporting ice.

B Army Corps of Engi-
neers has been advising agen-
cies and residents on rebuild-
ing, conducting study of
available housing, contracting
with private contractors tg
repair Hanapepe and Kapaa
armories, ordering emergency
supplies from federal and pri-
vate sources on the Mainland.



